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Labour Weekend 

Taupo Annual Labour 
Weekend Endurance 
Ride 2010: 

Supplying meals for 20 
officials for Saturday & 
Sunday.  

8-9 August 

BBQ @ Maunga. Dona-
tions are sought for sau-
sages, bread,   marga-
rine, /onions and sauce   

Weather dependent. 

At Maunga by 7.30am                        

                                       

18-22 August  

NZ Womens Senior 
Team play at the Rose-
bowl, Warwick, Queen-
sland.  

28 August 2010 

Savannah’s 21st @ Pony 
Club grounds  

Up and coming Fundraisers/events 

Naumai Haere Mai, wel-
come to our very first 
official newsletter. The 
2010 season started with 
the winter training pro-
gram moving, on to the 
Coaching Day held on 
the grounds in October 
through to the Tongariro 
School Equine Program 
held in Term 4.  All pro-
grams were preparing 
the players for their up 
and coming season. 

Horse Sports days were 
run, slowly bringing 
horses back in to work. 

Polocrosse tournaments 
started early in Novem-
ber and continued 
through to April when 
the Nationals were held 
in Ashhurst. We are the 
NZ Under 21 Champs 
and runners up for the 
NZ Junior Champs. 

Tuwharetoa hosted the 
Club Nationals, Roke & 

Rockwood Tournament 
and travelled to 14 tour-
naments around the 
country and some are 
still attending World 
Cup Squad trainings.  
We had 5 members in 
this Squad ie Sharlyn Pj 
Shay Savannah & Dan-
nielle. 

From here it was off to 
the Barastoc Tourna-
ment in Queensland 
where PJ & Shay played 
with the NZ Mens World 
Cup Squad, then on to 
the Australian Junior 
Championships in Al-
bury, where Taylor and 
Taumai represented the 
Club as NZ Junior team 
members. Walt. Taumai 
is still in Queensland for 
a further 8  weeks. Sa-
vannah  spent 4 weeks 
in NSW playing 
Polocrosse for the Guyra 
Club returning to attend 
World cup Squad fitness 

assessments & trainings. 
She will return to Aus-
tralia in August as part 
of the NZ  Senior 
Women’s Team. 

The Club represented at 
the Trustpower Volun-

teer Awards in Nelson, 
having won the local 
Taupo District competi-
tion. 

Another GREAT season 
Whanau, 

Mauri Ora 
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NZ Junior Tour 

A big thanks to sponsors
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someone 
to help 
you. Four 
months to 
go!!!! 

This season see’s the naming of the 
World Cup Team. The Probables & 
Possibles will be playing each other 
thru out the season vying for positions 
in this 8 person team. Fitness is cru-
cial, experience is essential, commit-
ment is necessary, ability to ride dif-
ferent horses is handy, the ability to 
listen is important & the desire to win 
is utmost in the qualities required to 
play for this team.  We have up to 10 
players in our Club who could fit these  

criteria.  We as a Club must ensure 
that we support these players to excel 
and to give them the best opportuni-
ties to make this team that we can. 
Winter training is essential for these 
players in the form of physical train-
ing, ball skills, horsemanship, sports 
psychology, sportsmanship & nutri-
tion.  
To all of you best of luck & if you need 
help with anything, please just ask & 
we will see if we can find something or 

The Wells are certainly aware of how 
important family is and have been ex-
ceptionally good to Taumai. For the fu-
ture we recommend that our kids go 
away in pairs which will help them get 
through the experiences easier. 

Taumai spent a lot of his time coaching 
the subbies and was well respected for 
this work.  He has been invited back 
anytime to play for the Queensland 
Clubs by the Queensland President, and 
has been asked to play at the State 
Zones playing for the Queensland Jun-
iors in September.  

Taumai hopes to play more Polocrosse in 
NSW, and only time will tell. He is cur-
rently staying with his Marshall 
Whanau & big brother Mu in Sydney. 

A big thanks to Dinky for all her help! 

The up & coming Season 
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Gateway Placement in Queensland 

16 year old Taumai Marshall remained in Aus-
tralia after playing at the Australian Junior 
Championships.  He has been residing with the 
Wells family who own the Hawthorne Stud 
(ASH) farm. He trains up to 6 horses per day 
and trains with the family in the afternoon. 
Kent & Libby Wells and their 2 children An-
thony & Sophie play for the Warwick Club.  
Kent coached the Australian Mens Team 2007 
& currently coaches the Queensland Junior 
Team. Thanks to Russell Tye who helped Tau-
mai find this placement.  His stay there is part 
of the Tongariro School Gateway programme. 
He will remain their for Term 2. 

He has been very homesick, but is also enjoy-
ing the experience and certainly learning a lot 
about training young horses for the Polocrosse 
field. Terri lee Tawera has also stayed with the 
family to help Taumai in times of his home-
sickness.  His nanny Angel, Dinky,  & Gran-
ville have been visiting him regularly and fol-

“It will be sad to say goodbye to 

Taumai, he has been a lovely ad-

dition to our family”  
Libby Wells 

Libby, Sophie, Anthony, Taumai & Kent 

Hawthorne Rush @ Stud 
Tau with John Coop in background 

Taumai on 
Othello Emma, Nan, Terri & Taumai 

Taumai & Catea 

The Wells’s truck n Horses. Tau-
mai loading up 

Cullen, Taylor n Chi-
kana 



 

Shane Hill, Tony Schrafft, Jesse Kereopa, 
Dareyl Mouat, Reagan Gloyn 

Women: Sue Gower, Tara Power, Savannah 
Larsen Church, Olivia Gloyn, Jemma Murray, 
Beth Peaker , Laura Newman Dempster. 

Coach: Bruce Hundley 

Selectors: Bruce Hundley, Russell Tye & 
Paddy Cornelius 

Manager: Anne Mikkell 

World Cup Fundraisers: Anne Mikkell Ruth 
Tye. 

World Cup: 4-18 July 2011 

Venue:Bishop Burton College, York Road, 
Bishop Burton Bereley, HU17 8QG 

Savannah Larsen Church is the last 
remaining member of our club to hold 
her position as a World Cup Squad 
Member as we head in to the final 12 
months prior to the World Cup. 
She has been named as one of 
seven women to play at the 
Rosebowl, Warwick on 20/22 
August 2010 against a Queen-
sland Womens Team. Six men 
have been named to train with the 
seven ladies for World Cup. From 
May to November 2010 players will 
attend 5 practices. Horses will be 
pooled and players will rotate 
through all horses . It is the Coaches 
intention to have large numbers of 
horses available. – the squad of 6 
men and 6 ladies will play against 

development teams selected from players not 
in the squad during December 2010. At the last 
carnival in 2010 the World Cup team will be 
announced  At the end of the NZ 2011 season 
the players will need April and May to have a 
break with perhaps 2 runs. Men: Dean Gower, 

motorbike. Everyone is busy looking 
after their horses to ensure they make it 

through the winter in 
good order. Ange, Miri-
ama, Kerri & Courtz 
are hard out at the 
gym. 

Courtz has had a knee 
reconstruction opera-
tion.. 

The Te Akau Whanau 
are busy caring for 
their papa and playing 
winter sport 

Winter time is supposed to be rest time 
but nothing is further from the truth for 
Tuwharetoa. 

The Dempseys are fundraising to take 
the Tongariro School Maori Performing 
Arts Kapa Haka Group to Hawaii for 10 
days. 

The Kennys are flat out Judging the Pig 
Hunting Competitions around New Zea-
land. 

Walter & Debs have been to Canada to 
play Polocrosse & attend the Calgary 
Stampede.  Congratulations  to you two 

on the soon to be arrival of another little 
Polocrosse player. 

The Holts & Mullaneys 
are busy sorting out 
horses for the Club & 
next season. 

Lisa is preparing for 
her Antarctica Expedi-
tion 2011. 

Taumai is in Australia 
playing Polocrosse. 

G is flat out with his 
new business & new 

Game 3 against Queensland; We 
could've won this had we paid more at-
tention at the sport psychology clinic.   

All in all a good tour! 

Thanks everybody, especially our sup-
porters  on tour & at home. 

Thanks Coach Carl  

Taumai & Kendall 

 

Carlos Mullaney, (the Coach), Walter 
Dewes, (The Manager), Nicky Cornelius, 
(The Other Manager) and the TEAM; 
Jarrod Richardson (Cpt), Carey Corne-
lius, Taumai Marshall, Jack Kinder, 
Lauren Tye, Kiri Butler, Taylor Te 
Akau, Maia Jones.  

A coaching clinic with up to 200 kids 
participating in campdrafting, horse-
manship, ball handling, sport psychology 
and many other clinics. Very hot and 
lots of good lessons but we were chomp-
ing to get in to the games. 

Game 1 against NSW; we got smashed 

Game 2 against Victoria we won and we 
were  happy az.  

World Cup Polocrosse 2011 

Whats everyone up to? 

New Zealand Junior Tour to Albury  
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We all miss this soo much 

New Zealand Men’s Team Tour to Warwick, 
Queensland 



 

The Genesis Tuwharetoa Board is our 
major funder and funds us to the 
value of $30,000 per year.  

These funds are used to subsidise fuel 
to ensure horses & kids are trans-
ported to tournaments and trainings, 
carnival fees & costs to run hosted 
carnivals, supporting NZ representa-
tives, coaching & training pro-
grammes.   

We as a club fundraise through out 
the season and during the winter. 
Individuals apply for grants as owners 
or beneficiaries of Farm Trusts, For-
estry Trusts & Iwi Partnerships to 
assist in costs associated wjth  New 
Zealand representation or National 

competitions and other necessary 
costs associated with Polocrosse and 
professional development. 

The Huckleberry Charitable Trust has 
been another huge supporter for our 
club supporting us in the development 
of our grounds, club and players in 
their pursuit of excellence. 

Mighty River Power has also been a 
huge supporter of our members as far 
as leadership goes, ensuring there are 
no barriers to participation. 

We have lots of people who make do-
nations to our club both small and 
large and for these we are forever 
grateful. Without your support we 
would not have been as successful as 

we have.  
Thank 
you so  
much to 
you all. 
To our 
Club 
members 
also, you 
too play 
a major 
role in 
ensuring 
the suc-
cess of 
our kids. 

To the kids keep striving to be the 
best in everything that you are. 

A big thanks to our Sponsors 

Aratiatia Hunts 25 July 2010- Thanks to Debs for the photos 

Tuwharetoa Polocrosse Page 5 

 
 

Caleb Whakatihi 
Rawiri Savannah 

Joe & Nicole 

Joe jumping 

Walt & Joe 



 

n't know the rules.   By 2005 we knew 
some of the rules, we had 5 trucks 
which carried up to 3 teams of kids 
and we were all hooked.  We could see 
the benefits for our children through 
participation in this sport through 
discipline, commitment and whanaun-
gatanga. We can now call ourselves 
professionals as we compete nation-
ally & internationally.  Wikid! Our 
Club is known world wide & so to our 
players. Some locals that used to play 
are… 

Brenton Searancke, Snowy Ham, 
Heta Ngawairau, Willy P,  Boof, Sam 
Carroll, Sarah Fox, Mike Searancke, 
Tom Pihama, John Rehu, Mike 
Travis, Kevin Barron, John Cooper, 
Johnny, Ian, Granville & Kerri Duff; 

Kuratau Polocrosse Club began in the 
mid 70’s with foundation members, 
Ian & Johnny Duff, the 3 Gloyn broth-
ers, Errol, Greg and Dennis and a few 
locals.  The ex- President of the NZ 
Council, Robin Cave also played for 
this Club.   Tuwharetoa Polocrosse 
Development Squad has developed 
from these early beginnings.  In 2000 
the Rotoaira Horse Club took 2 teams 
of 7 – 14 year old kids to a local tour-
nament as a different activity for the 
kids to do.  Rotoaira Hillbillies was 
the name of their team and they were 
proud.  Costs, however, were too high 
so following Polocrosse was not an 
option. However, in 2004 several of 
those young Rotoaira horse riders, 
asked their Koro to take them to 
Polocrosse, following one of their cous-
ins to a couple of Tournaments. They 

were hooked.  Of course the parents 
had to get behind the kids to support 
them and so were the beginnings of 
the Tuwharetoa Polocrosse Develop-
ment Squad.  
Our Squad is focused on providing 
opportunities for Tuwharetoa youth 
through participation in Polocrosse as 
a healthy lifestyle choice. 
The first year we played with the 
Lakeland Club who are the Gloyn 
family.  We asked lots of questions, we 
watched closely to try and pick up the 
rules, we could ride, but the rest was 
all new to us. We only knew how to 
ride hard and fast.  We slept in horse 
floats, sitting up in cars or anywhere 
that was relatively dry. We always 
felt like we were being picked on by 
the Umpires, mainly because we did-

the hosting of only the top 4 countries of the 
world and not 12 countries. We would however 
also consider the World Cup at a later date as 
the lack of enough world class polocrosse po-
nies and facilities to house these ponies and 
their riders would have to be worked on before 
we could put our hands up for this event. 
The water system held up well allowing the 
showers and wash down areas for the horses 
to function all weekend with out breakdown.  
The fields also held up extremely well consid-
ering we did go in to this tournament with a 
little rain during the week preceding the 
event. 

166 permanent horse pens 4mtr x 
4mtr were built over 2 days on 29-
30 November 2008.  Much appre-
ciation to the Mohi Whanau and 
the Flight Te Rangi whanau who 
donated their time and their post 
hole rammers for the weekend.  A 
dead tree was felled as it was 
seen as a safety issue i.e. that it 
was likely to fall on the horse 
pens or horse trucks. Thankfully 
the Taupo District Council re-
moved the dead tree. 
The following weekend 6 – 7 
December 2008 saw Tuwharetoa 
Polocrosse opening the Polocrosse 
season with the first carnival of 
the season.  The fields were in 

immaculate condition with the Taupo District 
Council mowing, changing the entrance to the 
fields, dropping a truck load of soil across field 
3 where a permanent water line had previ-
ously been laid and generally tidying up. 
Many positive comments were made regarding 
the condition of the fields and the high quality 
built pens.  Discussion also ensued from New 
Zealand Polocrosse members about the high 
possibility of running an International event 
at this venue in the near future i.e. the 
Polocrosse International World Cup which is 
held every 4 years.  The next World Cup is 
being held in the United Kingdom in 2011. By 
the end of the weekend it was agreed that we 
would look firstly at the feasibility of running 
a Youth World Quadrangular as this required 

Tit bits about the history of Polocrosse 

 

Report on the use of the Turangi Sports Ground for the 2009 summer 
period 
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The Calgary Stampede 
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venue. The Turangi Grounds have 
been compared to the Best in the 
World as far as grounds go and we are 
very keen to develop them further 
with the prospects of hosting a World 
Quadrangular Event in the future. 

Should anyone wish to have input in 
to this project then you are more than 
welcome to join us.  

Mahi will include: 

Planning, consultation with Hapu, 
Iwi, Local Government, Government 
Agencies, Community, meetings, lots 
of investigatory work, business plans, 
& lots & lots more.  

Koro Johnny was encouraged to play Polocrosse by Koro 
Ian and his career spanned quite a few years.  He played 
for the Whatawhata, Pirongia, Kuratau Clubs to name a 
few. In the next issue we will have some of his korero 
about some of his most memorable games. 

This year saw a lot of our young play-
ers move from the Under 21 age group 
up in to the Senior playing group.  
Kurt Te Rangi, Caleb Whakatihi, and 
soon Jacob Dempsey and Savannah 
Larsen Church all hit the milestone of 
21 years old. 

We have identified that there is a 
huge gap in the succession plan of our 
Club. 

This year we will be actively seeking 
younger players to follow these play-

ers and to enjoy the opportunities & 
success that these older players have 
enjoyed and still are enjoying.   

Johnny Duff & Drifter 

Growth of our Club starts with our 
babies! 
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“We need your babies, if you are 

interested in them joining our 

Club, please contact  any  of our 

members” 

Club members are investigating the 
development of a Club House to be 
situated on or near the current 
Polocrosse grounds ie the Turangi 
Park. 

It is hoped that this facility will cater 
for more than just the Polocrosse 
Club, but those Sports/Community 
Groups that currently use the Sports 
Grounds.  Likely users could be the  
Soccer, Touch Rugby, Rugby, League, 
Netball, Pony Club, local Pig Hunting 
Club, Pa Wars & any other clubs or 
groups that wish to use the facility. 

We are also pursuing funding to build 
another 140 permanent horse pens on 
the grounds to cater for the growing 
numbers and use of our World Class  

Club Developments underway 

Catea Giovanna Te Kura I Awarua 
Duff 



 

Outstanding Fees  

Please note that all outstanding fees back to 2009 are d ue by the begin-

ning of the 2011 season. To check that your fees are up to da te please 

either contact Kerrian Duff or Cilla Kenny either by email  or phone or 

text. Automatic payments can be set up immediately to co ver future fees, 

but all outstanding fees must be paid. 

There are 3 Board positions, Al’s Kerri’s & Robin Caves.  

Please think seriously about making yourself available for these posi-

tions.  Nominations by your Association are due on 26 Aug ust 2010. 

Umpires  Coaching Panel members  

Expressions of interest are required if you are willing t o work on either 

of these panels. These are due to the Secretary by 1st August 2010. 

New Zealand Masters team to Australia  

Open 50 +  expressions of interest to Board Secretary b y 1st August 

2010 

Polocrosse Babies due: 

Congratulations to Walter & Debbie, Mareka & Chelsey, Chubs & Joe .  

Looking forward to the new babies in camp this coming season.  Yipeeee! 

 

Contacts for Raewyn Saunders Loder: 

Saunders-loder@actrix.co.nz 

 

 

 We’re on 
Facebook. 

Tuwharetoa 
Polocrosse 

To provide opportunities for our 
Ngati Tuwharetoa youth 

Secretary 
Kerrian Duff 
P O Box 66 
TURANGI 3353 

 
Phone: 027-308-2874 
Fax: 07-386-6230 
E-mail: kerrian.duff@tongariro.school.nz 

Tuw h a r e to a  
P o l o c r o s s e  

Why do they have to grow up? 

Mere Ngata: Dempsey 
Mokopuna 

Jake, Luther, Jason & Ian Jnr 

Terri & Fearon 
Vana & Alex 

Call & 
Coll 

Courtz N Jave’  Poutu Dash 2000 Mac, Te Riria & Ashleigh 


